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Match & Tag ensures paired chains are exactly the same length 
 

Dordrecht, the Netherlands, September 2018. Chain manufacturer Tsubaki is offering a 

Match & Tag service which guarantees that chains are the same length, to within 0.50 mm 

regardless of overall length, so that they can be used in pairs or larger groups. 

 

Machine builders often want to use chains in pairs, typically on conveyors and transfer 

stations and within assembly, manufacturing and printing machinery when there is a need to 

move parts with accuracy and/or in synchronisation with other operations. Theoretically, at 

least, if the chains are the same length, precise and predictable movement can be achieved. 

However, the reality is that chains that are nominally the same length can be different to a 

significant degree. If used together in a parallel drive system, the result would be far from 

satisfactory, with errors, twisting and slippage likely to be high in operation. This problem can 

become worse as the chains wear with use, with the result that a system that worked well 

beforehand can gradually develop problems. The natural reaction would be to re-tension 

both chains, but in many cases the problem will soon return and usually the decision to 

replace the chains will have to be made earlier than expected. 

 

There are several Industry standards relating to the manufacture of chain components which 

set a tolerance for the accuracy of length. However, they do not cover the assembly of 

components into complete chains, which means there is a possibility that a significant error 

will accumulate if a chain length includes several links that are only just within tolerance. It is 

notable that the longer a chain, the more likely it is to have a significant accumulated error. 

Some manufacturers address this by further sorting their components into two or three 

classes of greater accuracy, although the possibility of accumulated errors remains.  

 

Tsubaki, however, takes the issue to another level with its Match & Tag service. This 

guarantees that paired chains are the same length to within a tolerance of 0.50 mm, 

regardless of overall chain length. This means they can be fitted with confidence and provide 

a long working life free from worries about inaccurate operation, uneven wear and constant 

re-tensioning.  

 

To achieve this, Tsubaki uses very sophisticated chain measuring equipment. In fact this 

equipment is set up in its European headquarters and all Match & Tag chain originates from 
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there, no matter where it is eventually used. However, the super-accurate chain story 

actually starts with the manufacture of the parts and their assembly into chain lengths. 

Tsubaki is renowned for the quality of its chain and this derives from the care and attention 

to detail during the manufacturing processes. The tolerances on the physical dimensions of 

each chain part are tight, as is the consistency of the raw materials used and the control of 

processes such as heat treatment. This ensures that variances in tolerance are absolutely 

minimal. 

 

After assembly, the Match & Tag process begins by checking the chain lengths with 

incredible accuracy on the state of the art measuring system. Subsequently, the chain 

lengths are matched and tagged together into pairs or larger groups if required. Aware that 

such chain may be needed quickly, particularly by end-users when overhauling or 

maintaining production equipment, Tsubaki is able to dispatch it quickly and efficiently from 

its headquarters for immediate distribution. 

 

Tsubaki offers its Match & Tag service on several sizes and types of chain. These include as 

standard: BS Single Pitch sizes RS08B to RS32B; ANSI Single Pitch sizes RS40 to RS100 

including Heavy Duty Series; ANSI Double Pitch sizes RF2040 to RF2100. Other sizes and 

types of change can also be matched and tagged upon request. Specific requirements can 

also often be accommodated, following discussions with the Tsubaki specialists. 

 
Direct link to product:  
https://tsubaki.eu/support/services/match-tag-service/ 

 
Pictures:  
Tsubaki’s in-house ‘Match & Tag’ machine, nicknamed the ‘Matchy’ 
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About Tsubaki: 
Established in 1917, Tsubakimoto Chain Company is a premier manufacturer of power 

transmission products, with strong market positions in premium quality industrial drive and 

conveyor chains and associated power transmission components such as cam clutches, 

reducers and linear actuators. With a turnover exceeding 1.5 billion USD and 6,500 

employees, the Tsubaki group includes 33 manufacturing locations and 77 group 

companies worldwide.  

Tsubakimoto Europe B.V. serves power transmission customers in the pan-European 

market, Africa and the Middle East from Tsubaki’s European headquarters located in 

Dordrecht in the Netherlands, along with a local subsidiary based in Nottingham, serving the 

UK market and Ireland. An office in Unterföhring, Germany, covers Germany, Austria and 

Switzerland. Customers in Spain and Portugal are served by Tusbaki’s office in Madrid. 

 
Contact:  
Tsubakimoto Europe B.V. 
Mr. Richard Poldervaart, Marketing Department 
Aventurijn 1200 
3316 LB Dordrecht, the Netherlands 
Tel: +31 (0)78 6204000 
Email: marketing@tsubaki.eu 
Internet: www.tsubaki.eu 
 
PR Contact:  
TPR International 
Ms. Christiane Tupac-Yupanqui 
PO Box 11 40 
82133 Olching, Germany 
Tel: +49 (0) 8142 44 82 301 
Email: c.tupac@tradepressrelations.com 
Internet: www.tradepressrelations.com 
 
TPR International would be grateful for a copy of the publication. 
 
 


